
The Illustrated Adam Mueller/Miller, 1703-1783, 

First White Settler of the Upper Shenandoah Valley 

 
Many historians have written about Adam Muller/Mueller/Miller and recorded his role in the 

earliest days of Shenandoah Valley history.   As with any narrative that has multiple contributors 

there are bound to be embellishments, questionable legends and discrepancies along with the 

actual story.   The purpose of this paper is to blend that work, sort facts from fiction and to add 

photographs that pictorially illustrate where this new world adventure unfolded. 

 

Adam Miller is variously referred to in historical documents and history books as Miller, Muller 

and Mueller.  To be consistent, the modern spelling, “Miller” will be used unless transcribed 

from an original document. 

 

Adam Miller was among the earliest Germans leaving their fatherland looking for a better life in 

America.  His hometown of Schriesheim, near Manheim, was repeatedly fought over and 

occupied by warring Frenchmen and Germans throughout the 1600’s. 

 

Against this historical backdrop Adam Miller emigrated to America in the 1720’s.  The dangers 

and uncertainties of remaining in a land that had been successively ravaged by belligerent armies 

for the past 100 years outweighed the risks and hardships of a transatlantic voyage.  Once in 

Pennsylvania, however, a new life had to be wrested from an open frontier that was not merciful 

to the weak or faint of spirit.  With little money and his only possessions in a trunk, Adam Miller 

set forth with determination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Left: Town hall of 

Schriesheim, built in 1674 

would have been familiar to 

Adam Miller.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Modern view of 

Schriesheim which has a 

population of 15,000.  

Vineyards and castle ruins at 

right.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Photo by Rudolf Stricker in 2010 posted at WIKIMEDIA COMMONS. 
2 Photo by Jan Becker. 



Adam Miller and his family triumphed in expanding the boundaries of colonial Virginia’s 

frontier.  By the time of his death in 1783, Virginia was the leading state in the founding of a 

new nation.  Thousands of other Germans followed his path from Pennsylvania to the 

Shenandoah Valley.  In 1900, two-thirds of the population in Rockingham and Shenandoah 

Counties were estimated to have had Germanic surnames.3  Their religious and cultural legacy 

survives to the present. 

 

The earliest written account of Adam Miller’s journey to the Valley appeared in The Virginia 

Magazine of History and Biography in July, 1902.  The author, Charles E. Kemper, documented 

the source for the Adam Miller oral tradition that had been relayed across several generations his 

descendants.  He wrote, “The story of his coming to America, first to Pennsylvania, and then to 

Virginia and the Valley, has been preserved by the oral testimony of one who knew him 

personally.  Jacob Miller, grandson of Adam, was born in the year 1769 and died in 1861, aged 

92 years.4  His grandfather survived until about the close of the revolution, and Jacob Miller 

remembered him well.  Upon his authority it is stated that Adam Miller came as a young man, 

with his wife and an unmarried sister, to Pennsylvania from Germany, and first located in 

Lancaster county, and after residing there several years determined to try his fortunes in Virginia.  

He embarked at the head of Chesapeake Bay and landed in the vicinity of Williamsburg, where 

he fell in with some members of the Spotswood expedition, and, learning of the wonderful 

country beyond the mountains, determined to see it for himself.  He followed closely the line of 

Spotswood’s march, crossed the mountains at Swift Run Gap, and was so well pleased with the 

country that he immediately returned to Pennsylvania for his family and brought them to 

Virginia.  It is also related that the pioneer first located on the Hawksbill, a tributary of the 

Shenandoah now in the county of Page; but the location proved unhealthful, and, after losing 

several children, he removed to the place on the Shenandoah, which became his permanent 

residence and is to this day in the possession of Miss Elizabeth B. Miller, his descendant. 

“Upon his authority (Jacob Miller, above) it is stated that Adam Miller came as a young 

man, with his wife and an unmarried sister, to Pennsylvania from Germany, and first located in 

Lancaster county, and after residing there several years determined to try his fortunes in 

Virginia.”5 

 

Charles Kemper’s provenance of the Adam Miller story is better than most family lore.   

Historical records largely support this oral tradition. 

 

Pennsylvania began recording the names of immigrant arrivals in 1727, although significant 

numbers of Germans had been arriving since 1700.  Accordingly, there is no record of which 

year Adam Miller arrived because he was in Virginia by 1727.  Given that he was born in 1703 

and was said to have been married at the time of his immigration, it must have been within the 

five years prior to 1727. 

 

 
3 Wayland, John W., The German Element of the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, C. J. Carrier Co., Harrisonburg, VA, 
1989, p. 95 
4 Jacob Miller was born, raised and died in the within a mile of his grandfather, Adam’s home.    
5 Kemper, Charles E., “The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography,” Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, VA, 
Volume 10, No. 1, July, 1902, p. 84-85. 



Adam Miller’s Germanic origin and first appearance in Virginia is confirmed by the 

naturalization paper which he secured from Governor Gooch in 1742.  It stated, “….And Adam 

Miller born at Shresoin6 in Germany having Settled and Inhabited for fifteen years past on 

Shenandoa in this Colony and now made Application to me for the benefit of Naturalization and 

before me taken the oaths prescribed by Law and Subscribed the Test, I Do hereby pursuant to 

the said authority Declare the said Adam Miller to be to all intents and purposes, fully and 

compleatly Naturalized…Given under my hand and the Seal of the Colony at Williamsburg this 

13th day of March 1742 in the 15th year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King George the 

Second By the Grace of God King of Great Brittain &c.7 

 

This document clearly places Adam Miller in Virginia in 1727 and documents his place of birth, 

Shreshoin (Schriesheim), Germany.   

 

Harry Strickler, local historian, saw this document on August 17, 1934 and wrote, “… we visited 

Miss Elizabeth Miller near Bear Lithia.  She is a direct descendant of Adam Miller and lives on 

part of the original Miller tract.   She was then about 85 years old.  On the wall of her home was 

hanging a frame enclosing the naturalization certificate with an enormous seal of solid wax 

attached to it.  The seal was 4 ½ inches in diameter and a half inch, or more, thick.  It seemed to 

be made of two wooden disks heavily waxed on one side and these pressed together on a leather 

ribbon.  The imprint on the wax is very plain.  One side the impression is that of two figures: an 

Indian kneeling and offering something to a white man standing.  Around the rim are these 

words: ‘Sigilium Provincae Nostrae de Virginia in America’; under the figures are: ‘Colony of 

Virginia in America.’  On the other side is the Seal of England.  On the back of the paper are 

these words: ‘Schriesheim Herzogthum Nassau on the Rhein’, and under it Adam Miller’s 

signature.  The whole is written in German script.  The paper is about 17 by 11 inches.  It was 

signed at Williamsburg by Governor Gooch, 13th day of March 1741-2.  The paper recites that, 

and we quote: ‘And Adam Miller, born at Schriesheim in Germany, having settled and inhabited 

for fifteen years past on Shenandoah in this colony and now made application to me for the 

benefit of naturalization and before me taken the oaths prescribed by law and subscribed the test. 

I do,’ etc.”8  

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Shreshoin was actually Schriesheim which is about nine miles east of central Mannheim. 
7 William and Mary College Quarterly, “First Settler in the Valley,” Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, VA, Vol. IX, 
No. 2, Aug., 1900, p. 132-133.  The author was Lizzie B. Miller, the great-granddaughter of Adam Miller, and she 
lived on his farm at Elkton.  Ms. Miller prefaced the piece with, “I enclose you a copy of the naturalization paper of 
Adam Miller.  I have copied it exactly as to spelling, punctuation and capitalization.” 
8 Strickler, Harry M., A Short History of Page County, Virginia, C. J. Carrier Company, Harrisonburg, VA., 1985 
(originally published in 1952), p. 49, 50.  “Schriesheim Herzogthum Nassau” means Schriesheim in the Duchy of 
Nassau.  The writer has made inquiries regarding the present location of this document, but none turned up any 
evidence of its current ownership or whereabouts. 



Below: Facsimile from a photograph taken in the 1930’s of Adam Miller’s naturalization 

certificate.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Courtesy of Billie Jo Monger and with permission from her Commemorative Book, Elkton – Virginia, Elkton 
Diamond Jubilee, 1908-1983.  The whereabouts of the original document, if it survives, are unknown.  Billie Jo 
Monger stated that the image shown is a facsimile of a photograph of the document taken many years ago. 



Turning to Adam Miller’s unmarried sister, no record of her marriage survives.  She may have 

wed Captain Philip Paul Long (1711-1759) who, by 1729, was a neighbor of Adam Miller along 

the Shenandoah River.  Long family genealogists assert that Captain Long married Barbara 

Miller (1708-1778) with their first child born in 1728.  They do not, however, identify her 

parents.  Some suggest that he married Adam Miller’s sister, and, while not proven, it seems 

quite likely given their respective ages and no other known Millers in the area at the time. 

 

The next statement to examine is Adam Miller’s residency in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 

before coming to Virginia.  In 1733, nine Valley pioneers, including Adam Miller, petitioned 

Virginia’s Governor Gooch for legitimate title to the lands on which they were presently living.  

The document stated that, “The petition of the Subscribers humbly shew - That about four years 

past, they purchased five thousand acres of land, of one Jacob Stover, and paid him a great Sum 

of Money for the same, Amounting to Upwards of four hundred pounds: that yr: petitioners were 

informed & believed the sd: Stover had a good right & title in the said land—that immediately 

after the sd: (petitioners) all their lands & sevil other things in the County of Lancaster & 

Province of Pennsylvania, where they then lived…”10   

 

Lancaster County was formed from Chester County, PA in 1727 – the year that Adam Miller 

came to Virginia.  Examination of the Chester County tax lists for the years 1724, 1725 and 1726 

does not reveal any entries for Adam Miller.  Perhaps Adam Miller’s sojourn in Pennsylvania 

was so brief that he was not included in the tax records.   

 

There was a district in Chester County named Conestoga, and it was the area which later became 

Lancaster.  There were a number of names of early German immigrants in the Conestoga lists for 

the 1720’s, including Burkholder, Shank, Mier (Myer) and Bowman.  Jacob Bear, Andrew 

Coffman and John Long were taxed in Conestoga for the year 1725.  Within five years, Bears, 

Longs and Coffmans were neighbors of Adam Miller at Massanutten.   

 

The Miller family oral tradition, along with the supporting evidence in the petition of 1733, 

above, is conclusive enough that Adam Miller did immigrate to Pennsylvania and was there, 

briefly, before migrating to Virginia. 

 

The next matter is that of Adam Miller’s wife, Barbara.  Augusta County Order Book Number 1, 

page 215 and dated May 23, 1747 reads, “Thos. Cotner refused license to sell liquors.  Wm. 

Watkins and Alice, his wife, witnesses; Ruben Franklin, witness; Adam Miller and Barbara, 

his wife, witnesses.11 

 

The Miller family oral history did not include a maiden name for Barbara.   John W. Wayland 

did not specify a maiden name in any of his books on the Valley which were originally 

published, 1907 through 1937.  Harry M. Strickler, another Valley historian did not have a 

maiden name for Barbara when publishing A Short History of Page County, Virginia in 1952. 

 

Koger/Cogar family genealogists appear to be the origin of the modern assertion that Barbara 

Miller was born a Koger, daughter of Joss and Maria Catharina Gebhard Koger of Auggen, 

 
10 Palmer’s Calendar of State Papers, Vol. I, pp. 219, 220 as cited in Wayland, op. cit., pp. 35, 36. 
11 Also cited in Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish Settlement in Virginia, by Lyman Chalkley, Vol. 1., p. 29. 



Germany.  The same source states that Joss Koger did have a daughter, Maria, born 2/22/1701 

and died May 8, 1703.  There were no other known daughters of Joss Koger who would have 

been old enough to have been the wife of Adam Miller.  There was a relationship between the 

Koger and Miller families, but it did not begin until the 1740’s. 

 

The brothers Nicholas and Jacob Koger immigrated to America in 1732, at least five years after 

Adam Miller was already in the Shenandoah Valley.12  After living in Pennsylvania for nearly 

eight years, they came to Virginia and settled close to Adam Miller about 1740.   They were the 

sons of Joss Koger of Auggen and his second wife, Anna Lowenbergen, whom he married in 

1709.   

 

Nicholas Koger was killed by Indians near Massanutten in 1743,13 and Adam Miller became 

legal guardian of Nicholas’ son, Michael, in 1755.  Augusta County Order Book IV, page 497, 

states, “Michael Coager, orphan of Nicholas Coager, Adam Miller appointed guardian.”  Why 

there was a lapse of 12 years between the death of Nicholas Koger and the guardianship for his 

son, Michael, is not known.  It is also curious that Adam Miller was made guardian rather than 

Jacob Koger, his uncle.  Jacob Koger did not leave his land on the Shenandoah River and move 

to Henry County, VA until 1762.  These facts suggest a close relationship between the Millers 

and Kogers.  Possibly, the widow Koger, needing help with her five young children had asked 

the Millers for help.  Later, she co-habited with Godfrey Hambleton/Hamilton, and perhaps there 

were complications associated with that relationship.   

 

There is one major problem with the proposition that Barbara Miller was a born Koger.  

Assuming the Miller family tradition that Adam was married when he came to America, then a 

reasonable connection between the Millers and Kogers in Europe must be established.   

 

The Koger family lived at Auggen, and the Millers at Lambsheim and Schriesheim, each of 

which was about 140 miles to the north of Auggen.  The Kogers, beginning with Nicholas and 

Jacob, did not emigrate from Germany until 1732, five years after Adam Miller had settled in the 

Shenandoah Valley.  If their sister was already in Virginia and married to Adam Miller, why 

would the brothers have waited eight years to re-unite with her?  

 

If Barbara Miller was the sister of Nicholas Koger, then when her son, Henry Miller, who later 

married Nicholas Koger’s daughter, Ann Elizabeth, would have wed his first cousin.  While not 

unheard of, the marriage of first cousins was relatively uncommon on the frontier. 

 

Another Koger/Cogar historian writing in the 1990’s, argued against the Koger family origin for 

Barbara Miller.  She posited that Barbara was the daughter of Frederik Wilsheyt/Wilheit who 

immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1731.14  This assertion seems unlikely because Adam Miller was 

 
12 Strassburger, Ralph Beaver & Hinke, William John, Pennsylvania German Pioneers – A Publication of the Original 
Lists of Arrivals In the Port of Philadelphia From 1727 to 1808, Pennsylvania German Society, Norristown, PA, 1934, 
Vol. 1, p. 105, 106.  Nicholas and Jacob Kogar arrived on the “Pink” October 17, 1732.  Each of them was able to 
write his name. 
13 Orange County, Virginia Will Book 1, p. 281, 282.  Jacob Koger, Adam Miller and William Carpenter posted bond 
to administer the estate of Nicholas Koger, deceased. 
14 Strassburger & Hinke, op cit., Vol. 1., p. 43.   



already married and in Virginia at that time.  There was a connection, however, between the 

Wilheits and the Kogers.  Frederik Wilheit’s daughter, Maria Elizabeth, married Nicholas Koger 

in Pennsylvania in 1735.15   

 

The Wilheits originated in Schwaigern, 60 miles southeast of Schriesheim, Adam Miller’s 

hometown.   

 

Frederick Wilheit had a daughter named Barbara, but she was born in 1714.  Even in the unlikely 

possibility that Adam Miller knew the Wilheits, she was too young for him to have married 

before he left Germany around 1725. 

 

Lacking additional evidence that Barbara Miller was a Koger or a Wilheit, the Miller family 

tradition of her maiden name being unknown is more compelling. 

 

The Miller family oral history continued that Adam Miller journeyed from Pennsylvania to 

Williamsburg and, there, learned about the Shenandoah Valley from participants of Governor 

Spotswood’s 1716 expedition, famously known as the “Knights of the Golden Horseshoe.”  

There is no historical evidence to support this part of the story.  Why Adam Miller ventured to 

Virginia in search of land when there was still much desirable and available land in Pennsylvania 

is a puzzle.  There are other obvious questions. Why did he leave a young wife and sister in 

Pennsylvania during an extended journey to Virginia?  How would a German speaking yeoman 

meet and converse with the English-speaking elites of the Spotswood expedition?  How did he 

manage to make his way safely 150 miles westward from Williamsburg, the last 100 of which 

was uninhabited by white men?  It was unmapped territory, and yet he managed to find same 

mountain gap that Spotswood used ten years prior?  Adam Miller did not initially settle on the 

land visited by Spotswood’s expedition.  His first home was some 13 miles north.  It was not 

until 1741 that he moved near the termination point of Spotswood’s famed exploration.  This part 

of the story sounds romanticized, but there is no evidence either to refute or support it. 

 

What other connection could there have been to bring Adam Miller to Virginia? 

 

Virginia Lieutenant Governor, Alexander Spotswood, had brought two groups of Germans to 

settle at Germanna, Spotsylvania County; one in 1714 and the other in 1717.  By 1721, the first 

group had re-located to “Germantown” near Bealeton in Fauquier County.  The second colony 

moved to present day Madison, Virginia by 1725 which is 45 miles from where Adam Miller 

settled in the Shenandoah Valley.  The first group in Fauquier was about 55 miles from Adam 

Miller’s home.  Perhaps it was knowledge of, or some connection with, these Germans that 

brought Adam Miller to Virginia in 1727.  Their link to Spotswood may have been the root of 

the Miller family oral history.  

 

Further speculation on this notion is that Rev. John Casper Stoever, Jr. journeyed at least 200 

miles from Lancaster Co., PA to “Shenandoah,” near Adam Miller in 1739.  It is curious that 

Stoever even knew about the presence of Adam Miller on the Shenandoah River.  Nevertheless, 

 
15 Stoever, Rev. John Casper, Records of Rev. John Casper Stoever – Early Lutheran Baptisms and Marriages in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD., 1988, p. 54. 



he made the journey and baptized three of Adam Miller’s children who were born in the years 

1734, 1736 and 1738.16   

 

Adam Miller had at least two other children born prior to 1734.  They were Henry, whose first 

child was born in 1757, and Anna Barbara who married Jacob Bear with her first child born in 

1750.  The two older children must have been baptized by someone prior to 1734 or Stoever 

would have done it along with the other three children in 1739.  But, baptized by whom?  There 

were no Lutheran or Reformed pastors living west of the Blue Ridge until the 1760’s.  Adam 

Miller was a devout Christian as we will see, later.  Had he previously taken the younger 

children to Germantown for baptism by the Rev. Johann Henrich Haeger?  He was the only 

German pastor west of Richmond until Johann Kaspar Stoever, Sr. came to Madison County in 

1733, and his stay there was but 18 months.  Stoever, Sr. asked his son, Stoever, Jr., to visit his 

Virginia flock when he left on a money-raising trip to Europe in 1734.  Perhaps Stoever, Sr., 

baptized the two older Miller’s, either at “Shenandoah” or in Madison County, during his brief 

stay there from Apr., 1733 to Sep., 1734.  If so, it suggests a link between Adam Miller and the 

Germans east of the Blue Ridge Mountain. 

 

Returning to the Virginia whereabouts of Adam Miller - it was not long after he settled on 

unclaimed, virgin land (for which he had not paid) that a dispute arose.   

 

In 1730, an enterprising Swiss from Pennsylvania named Jacob Stover, “obtained for himself and 

‘divers Germans and Swiss Families, his Associates,’ from the Virginia Colonial Council two 

grants for 5,000 acres each.  One, near present day Luray, was on the South Fork of the 

Shenandoah River and contained an area known as “Massanutten.”  The other, about 25 miles to 

the south, was also on the Shenandoah River between Elkton and Port Republic.”17  Part of 

Stover’s Massanutten grant included the land on which Adam Miller was living.  By 1730 eight 

other German speaking families were habiting this area.  Once Stover’s claim was established, 

Adam Miller and the other families purchased their land directly, or indirectly, from him.   

 

Shortly thereafter, Robert Beverly, a well-connected Virginia gentleman and land speculator was 

also establishing claims to large tracts of the Shenandoah Valley, including that on which Adam 

Miller and eight other German families were living.  Beverly filed suit to evict the Germans, and 

they, in turn, petitioned Lieutenant Governor Gooch in early 1733 to validate their titles from 

Jacob Stover.  Fortunately, Beverley’s suit was dismissed December 12, 1733. 

 

Excerpts from the 1733 petition reveal something of the experiences of the nine German families 

in coming to the Valley.  

 

“That about four years past, (1729), they purchased five thousand acres of land of one Jacob 

Stover and paid him a great sum of money…. 

“That immediately after…sold all their lands & sev’l other things in the County of Lancaster & 

Province of Pensylvania, where they then lived… 

“… and cleared sev’l Plantations & made great improvements thereon… 

 
16 Stoever, op cit., p. 13. 
17 Wayland, op. cit., p. 39 



“…. Have Run the hazard of their lives & estates in removing from Pensylvania to the sd: land, 

being above two hundred miles & at a time when there was very few Inhabitants in them parts of 

Shenando, & they frequently visited by the Indians.”18 

 

“The original petition is still in existence, on file in the State Library at Richmond; and the 

signatures, fully and correctly given, are as follows: Adam Mueller, Abram Strickler, Mathias 

Selzer, Philip Lang (Long), Paul Lung (Long), Michael Rinehart, Hans Rood, Michael 

Kaufman.”19 

 

The following letter from Francis Thornton and sent to Williamsburg was supportive of Adam 

Miller and his neighbors’ position.  Virginia’s government was eager to have frontier families 

who would risk themselves on the western border to expand the colony’s dominion.  The implied 

threat of their removal should Stover’s patent not be upheld may have swayed the court in their 

favor. 

 

“Sir, This is to Inform you that I was at the great mountains & saw several dutchmen that Came 

from Pencelvania and they told me they had agreed with Stover for Land on Sherando, but since 

they came they heard that Col: Wm. Beverley was at Law for it, therefore they would not settle 

it, unless Stover could make them a right to it, which if he did they would settle it directly—

Which is the need-full from 

Sr yr Humble servt 

To Commd 

FRA: THORNTON. 

To Mr. William Robertson, 

at Williamsburg &c.20 

 

The Miller oral tradition continued, “It is also related that the pioneer first located on the 

Hawksbill, a tributary of the Shenandoah now in the county of Page; but the location proved 

unhealthful, and, after losing several children, he removed to the place on the Shenandoah, which 

became his permanent residence and is to this day in the possession of Miss Elizabeth B. Miller, 

his descendant.” 

 

This statement leads to the question of just where did the Adam Miller family live from 1727 

until they finally came to rest, a mile north of Elkton in Rockingham County in 1741.  

 

That Adam Miller was still at Massanutten on May 1, 1739 is confirmed by the previously noted 

Massanutten visit from Rev. John Caspar Stoever, Jr.  On that same day, Stoever baptized a child 

of Michael Reinhardt, a neighbor at Massanutten and one of the 1733 petitioners to Governor 

Gooch.    

 

 
18 Palmer’s Calendar of State Papers, Vol. 1, pp. 219, 220 as cited in Wayland, op cit., p. 36. 
19 Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Richmond, VA., July, 1905, Vol. XIII, p. 121 as cited in Wayland, op 
cit., p. 37.  An inquiry to the Library of Virginia in May, 2020 to acquire a photocopy of this historic document 
revealed that, although its existence was known in the early twentieth century, it has since been lost or stolen. 
20 Ibid., p. 121 



One would expect to find a deed from Jacob Stover to Adam Miller, given that Miller was one of 

the 1733 petitioners, “… who came & seated on the land they had bought of the sd Stover.”21  

Such is not the case.  The earliest recorded land transfers from Stover’s lower 5000 acre tract to 

any of the Massanutten settlers occurred in September and December of 1735 and are in the 

Orange County Courthouse.  From 1735 through 1741 Jacob Stover, Sr. sold Massanutten tracts 

to (1735) Christian Clemon, Ludwick Stone, Mathias Seltzer, John Prupacker/Brubaker, 

Abraham Strickler, Henry Sowter, (1736) Peter Bowman, (1737) Ludwick Stone and (1740) 

Jacob Castell.   Strikingly, Abraham Strickler and Mathias Seltzer are the only men in this list 

who were signers of the 1733 petition.   

 

Ludwick Stone purchased over 40 percent of the 5000 acres Massanutten tract between 1735 and 

1737.  In turn, he resold this land to Michael Kauffman, Martin Kauffman, John Rhodes (Rood), 

Philip Long, Paul Long and Michael Rinehart, most of whom were petitioners of 1733.  There 

may have been some bad feeling between several of the settlers and Stover to the point that they 

would not do business with each other.  The reason, however, for Stone’s being an intermediary 

is not known.   

 

Although he had been in the Valley for 14 years, Adam Miller’s first land acquisitions do not 

appear in the Orange County Deed Books until 1741.22  The land transfers appear in this order.  

 

March 9, 1741 – Joseph Bloodworth, “for 110 pounds current money,” sold to Adam Miller 820 

acres on the east side of the South Branch of the “Sharrando” River, “between the Hawksbill and 

Elk Runs.”23  Bloodworth acquired this parcel Oct. 22, 1741, over six months later, from Jacob 

Stover for 90 pounds.  The descriptor “between the Hawksbill and Elk Runs” is misleading.    

Elk Run in Rockingham County flows east to west from Swift Run Gap and terminates on the 

Shenandoah River at Elkton.   The Hawksbill runs south to north and empties into the 

Shenandoah several miles below Luray, 24 miles northeast of Elk Run.  It was a very indefinite 

description of the tract’s exact location.  Even the headwaters of the Hawksbill are 11 miles 

north of Elk Run.  Nevertheless, Elk Run is the key anchor for the deed, which will be illustrated, 

later.  It was on this property that Adam Miller lived until his death in 1784.   

 

March 16, 1741 – Adam Miller sold two tracts, one of 200 acres and the other of 217 acres, to 

Mathias Seltzer on the north side of the “Shenando” River.  The sale price was 110 pounds.24    It 

was a profit margin of 72% over what Miller paid Jacob Greuter for this land in the same year, 

the natural inference being that Adam Miller had possessed the land for a number of years for 

that amount of appreciation.   

 
 

21 Palmers Calendar of State Papers, Vol. I, p. 219. 
22 The “Massanutten” area where Adam Miller and the other early Germans established themselves was in 
Spotsylvania County from 1727 to 1734 when it became a part of Orange County.  Frederick County was formed in 
1743, and “Massanutten” was incorporated into it, remaining there until 1772 when Shenandoah County was 
formed.  There are no land transactions involving Adam Miller, Joseph Bloodworth or Michael Greuter in 
Spotsylvania or Frederick Counties.  Although Jacob Stover’s claim to Massanutten was upheld in 1733, the first 
deeds of sale from Stover appear in September and December, 1735 in the Orange County Deed Books.  (Orange 
County Index to Deeds, p. 378).   
23 Orange County Deed Book 5, p. 199. 
24 Orange County Deed Book 5, p. 42. 



May 26, 1741 – Jacob Greuter (Cryter) of Orange County sold two tracts, one of 200 acres and 

the other of 217 acres, to Adam Miller on the north side of the “Shenando” River.  The price was 

64 pounds.  Orange County Deed Book 4, p. 399-401.  These two tracts were part of three 

parcels sold to Michael Cryter of Pennsylvania by Ludwick Stone on Feb. 23, 1736.25  Stone 

acquired this land directly from Stover, and the property had four owners in seven years.  The 

relationship between Michael Cryter of Pennsylvania and Jacob Greuter/Cryter of Orange is not 

known.  

 

The sequence of these recordings is puzzling in that Adam Miller sold the tracts of 200 and 217 

acres on March 16th before he formally acquired them on May 26th.  There must have been 

delays between the date the buyer and seller agreed to the terms and a time that each of them 

could be at the Orange County 

Courthouse which was across the 

Blue Ridge Mountain, sixty miles to 

the southeast.  A reasonable inference 

is that Adam Miller resided on one of 

these parcels from the late 1720’s 

until 1741.    

 

Right: Harry M. Strickler, published a 

detailed map of Jacob Stover’s 5000 

acre lower tract and how it was 

divided.26  This cropped view shows 

the southern portion of Stover’s 

Massanutten patent.  Adam Miller’s 

tracts were coincident with the plats 

labeled with an encircled number 2 at 

top and blue arrows at bottom.   

 

Next page: Satellite view of the two tracts that Adam Miller purchased from Jacob 

Greuter/Cryter and then sold to Mathias Seltzer.  The leftmost tract is anchored by its starting 

point in the deed, “the upper corner of Stover’s survey” which was at the almost 90-degree bend 

in the river at the southwest corner of the plat.27  In this case, “upper” meant farthest point up the 

river which flows south to north.  Therefore, the uppermost corner was at the southern border of 

the tract.   

 

The Massanutten tract is a particularly beautiful area of the Shenandoah Valley.  Three hundred 

years after its initial settlement, the land remains largely agricultural. 

 
25 Orange County Deed Book 1, p. 422. 
26 Strickler, Harry M., Massanutten, Settled by the Pennsylvania Pilgrim, 1726, The First White Settlement in the 
Shenandoah Valley, Strasburg Publishing House, Strasburg, VA., 1924. 
27 Plat Plotter program by Jason Rushton. 



The yellow pointers indicate locations for photographs on the following pages. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



View to the north with New Market Gap at left. 

 

View toward the Shenandoah River which is at the tree line in the right distance. 

 

 

 



Pinpointing the exact location of the Bloodworth to Adam Miller 820 acre tract is not possible 

from the vague description given in the deed.  Fortunately, in 1764 Adam Miller sold a portion 

of this parcel to son-in-law, Jacob Bear, and the remainder to son, Henry.  Those deeds provide 

sufficient description to accurately locate the plats.   

 

Jacob Bear acquired the northern portion of Adam Miller’s tract, and it contained 280 acres.  The 

deed mentioned several important geographic and historic markers.  First of all, it was described 

as the land, “where Adam Miller now lives.”  Secondly, the tract began on the East side of the 

Shenandoah River with the first segment “crossing the Mill Branch above the mill.”  Lake’s 

Atlas of Rockingham County, published in 1885, showed a mill on the Shenandoah River, fed by 

a small stream leading from the Bear Lithia Spring which was within the boundaries of this plat.   

This tract will be referred to as “Bear Lithia.”   

 

Adam Miller sold 600 acres of his tract to son, Henry, six months earlier on March 20, 1764, 

“lying in the County of Augusta on Shanando River & Elk Run.”  The second segment of the 

plat specified the crossing of Elk Run.  The fifth segment specified termination on the river and 

then running downstream 210 poles.  The positioning of this plat satisfies those specifications in 

the deed.  “Green Meadows” is the identifier for this parcel.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Following is a satellite view of the combined tracts which total 820 acres per the initial deed 

form Bloodworth to Adam Miller.  In addition, the original deed specified a total length of 414 

poles (1.28 miles) of the plat running along the Shenandoah River.  The combined plats equal 

that amount.  Jacob Bear’s 280 acres is the northern plat, and Henry Miller’s adjoins it to the 

south.28  Yellow pointers indicate location and direction of the various photographs that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28 Satellite view prepared with Plat Plotter program by Jason Rushton. 



View of the Green Meadows farm to the west with Shenandoah River at the tree line and 

Massanutten Peak in the distance. 

 

 
 

 

Henry Miller is thought to have built the large, white frame house. This view is to the north. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Close-up of the Henry Miller house.  The smaller building to the left has been traditionally 

identified as the Adam Miller house. 

 

 

 
 

View to the west of the Bear Lithia portion of the Adam Miller farm. 

 

 

 

 

 



Northern portion of the Bear Lithia tract, toward the north. 

 

 
 

Northern portion of the Bear Lithia farm taken from near the river toward the east. 

 

 

 
 

 



View to the west at the Bear Lithia Spring with the Bear cemetery in the middle distance.  Adam 

Miller may also be buried here. 

 

 
 

 

Grave stones of Jacob Bear, 1724-1783 and his wife, Barbara Miller Bear, 1726-1791. 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The foregoing examination of Adam Miller’s habitations does not reveal any time that he spent 

on Hawksbill Creek which was a few miles east of the two tracts which he owned at 

Massanutten.  While it remains possible that he did live there for a time, there is no confirming 

historic record.     

 

The other assertion in the Miller family oral tradition was that he and Barbara lost several 

children while in the Massanutten area.  The statement is quite possible.  The known and/or 

approximate dates of birth for the Miller children are: 

 

1726        - Barbara 

1730-1733 - Henry 

1734          - Catarina 

1736          - Adam 

1738          - Anna Christina 

 

For the years 1734 through 1738 Barbara Miller was having a child approximately every two 

years.  It would have been normal for her to have been at least that productive in her younger 

days prior to 1734.  If her childbearing cadence was about the same for those years, the Millers 

probably did lose two children, one born about 1728 and another about 1730. 

 

Relations with the Indians on the Virginia frontier were always uneasy, at best. While still at 

Massanutten, the Miller family experienced first-hand violence from an Indian raid in 1743.  

Neighbor Nicholas Kogar was killed by Indians just a few miles downstream.  The families were 

close and must have had many sleepless nights for months to come.  It was a blow that resulted 

in ripples of terror up and down the Shenandoah River.  Adam Miller was co-executor of the 

estate and would later be awarded guardianship of Kogar’s son, Michael in 1755.29  Nicholas 

Kogar’s sister, Elizabeth, would marry Henry Miller, Adam’s son, about 1756.   

 

Wariness and distrust ruptured into The French and Indian War which lasted from 1754 to 1763. 

Adam Miller is often credited with service in the war, but he was 51 years old at its beginning, 

somewhat senior for active duty.  It is more likely that his son, Adam, Jr., born in 1736, was the 

Adam Miller who served in the Augusta County Militia and was due 1 pound, 10 shillings in 

1758 for his service.30  According to the Miller family oral tradition, Adam, Jr. was killed by 

Indians, but the date was unknown.31  The war ebbed and flowed with the last deadly Indian 

incursion in August, 1764, when, just 13 miles downstream, John Rhodes and six of his children 

were massacred along the Shenandoah River at Massanutten.   

 

In religion, Adam Miller was by birth a member of the Reformed Church.  Most communicants 

of the Reformed Church in Virginia were German speaking just as their spiritual cousins, the 

 
29 Adam Miller was due two pounds from Nicholas Cogar’s estate in 1753.   Orange County Will Book 2, p. 177 
30 Virginia., Brown, W. Morle., Cochran, G., Gray, W. Waller., Desilver, T., Hening, W. Waller., J. & G. Cochran., 
Franklin Press (Richmond, V., R. & W. & G. Bartow. (182318191823). The statutes at large;: being a collection of all 
the laws of Virginia, from the first session of the legislature, in the year 1619. : Published pursuant to an act of the 
General Assembly of Virginia, passed on the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and eight, Volume 7, 
p. 186 and also cited in John W. Wayland’s A History of Rockingham County, p. 53. 
31 Kemper, op cit., p. 85 



Lutherans.  The two denominations often shared the same buildings for worship in colonial 

Virginia.  Some writers have speculated that Adam Miller was a member of the Lutheran 

Church, probably because John Caspar Stoever, Jr., a Lutheran pastor, baptized three of his 

children in 1739.  It would not have been unusual, however, for a Lutheran pastor to have 

performed this rite on the Virginia frontier which was almost totally lacking in clergy. 

 

Saint Peter’s Reformed Church, at the time known as “Lower Peaked Mountain,” was 

established on the other side of the Shenandoah River from Adam Miller in 1777.  His son, 

Henry, was an Elder, and some writers have speculated that Adam Miller was buried at Saint 

Peter’s. 

 

In the fall of 1749 Moravian missionaries came to the Valley from Pennsylvania, preaching and 

seeking converts.  They kept a diary of their journey and recorded an interesting encounter with 

Adam Miller as follows:    

“On Sunday, December 3rd [1749], …Towards evening a man from another district, Adam 

Mueller, passed. I told him that I would like to come to his house and preach there. He asked me 

if I were sent by God. I answered, yes. He said, if I were sent by God I would be welcome, but 

he said, there are at present so many kinds of people, that often one does not know where they 

come from. I requested him to notify his neighbors that I would preach on the 5th, which he did. 

On December 4th, we left Schaub's house, commending the whole family to God. We traveled 

through the rain across the South Shenandoah to Adam Mueller, who received us with much 

love. We stayed over night with him. 

On December 5th, I preached at Adam Mueller's house on John 7: 'Whosoever thirsteth let him 

come to the water and drink.' A number of thirsty souls were present. Especially Adam Mueller 

took in every word and after the sermon declared himself well pleased. In the afternoon we 

traveled a short distance, staying overnight with a Swiss.”32  How fortunate to have this personal, 

first-hand glimpse of Adam Miller! 

 

Adam Miller, evidently, retired from farming in 1764 at the age of 61.  At that time, he sold 

about 2/3 of his land to son, Henry, and the other 1/3 to son-in-law, Jacob Bear. 

 

The Miller family tradition related that Adam’s home was on the portion purchased by Henry 

and known as “Green Meadows.”  A small building still stands on that property that has been 

traditionally identified as Adam Miller’s home.  Charles E. Kemper writing in 1902 stated, “he 

removed to the place on Shenandoah, which became his permanent residence and is to this day in 

the possession of Miss Elizabeth B. Miller, his descendant.”33    

 

Following is a 1920 photo of that farm, the view to the northwest and the Shenandoah River at 

the line of trees in the middle distance.34  The small building in the center with a chimney and 

sloping front porch roof was Adam Miller’s home.  The large house hidden by the trees was said 

to have been built by Henry Miller, Adam’s son.  Kemper also wrote, “Henry married a Miss 

 
32 Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XI, No. 2, pp. 126, 127. 
33 Ibid., Vol. X, No. 1, July, 1902, p. 85.  Miss Elizabeth Miller was the great-granddaughter of Henry Miller who had 
purchased the upper 600 acres of Adam Miller’s farm in 1764.   
34 Photo from “John Walter Wayland Papers, Handley Library, Winchester, VA 



Cooger (Koger), and the house which he built is still standing at Green Meadows the ancestral 

home of the Millers.”35   

 

 
 

                                                                                                                           

 

Left: View toward 

the Massanutten 

Peak from the 

northern end of the 

Green Meadows 

tract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
35 Op cit., Virginia Magazine, Vol. X, No. 1, July, 1902, p. 85.   



Below: South Fork of the Shenandoah River at the Miller farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In spite of Elizabeth Miller’s assertion that her great grandfather, Adam Miller, lived on the 

Green Meadows part of the farm sold to Henry Miller, there are Augusta County records which 

imply that at least the last 20 years of his life were spent at Bear Lithia rather than Green 

Meadows.  The 1764 deed between Adam Miller and his son-in-law, Jacob Bear, stipulated, 

“Adam Miller to Jacob Bear, 300 pounds, 280 acres whereon Adam Miller now lives.  Bond 

conditioned on payment during Adam’s life yearly at 25 bushels of wheat ground, 10 bushels of 

barley, 33 gallons of whiskey, 400 weight of meat, ½ of pork and ½ of beef; 1/3 of orchard.  

Adam and his family to dwell in the new house now a-building on said plantation, and to 

have a garden, two cows and a horse.”36  Adam was already seated on this portion of the farm at 

today’s Bear Lithia Spring and apparently lived there for the latter 19 years of his life.  At age 

61, Adam Miller was apparently retiring from active labor on his farm.   

 

There is no surviving building at the Bear Lithia Spring dating to this period that could have 

been Adam’s home in his later years.  Some writers have speculated that Adam is buried in the 

Bear family cemetery near the spring, rather than at St. Peter’s Reformed Church where he 

worshiped. 

 
 
 

  

 

 
36 Chalkley, op cit., Vol. 3, pp. 420, 421 



Below: Site of St. Peter’s church, first known as “Lower Peaked Mountain Church.”  Henry 

Miller and Jacob Bare were noted as deacons in this congregation by Reformed pastor Charles 

Lang in 1766.37  The church was across the Shenandoah River from Jacob Bear’s farm and about 

two miles directly northwest.  The church building, no longer standing, was located about 200 

yards east of East Point Road, behind Homer’s Automotive Shop.  It is easily accessible. 

 

 
 

Adam Miller died in 1783, and Jacob Bear was named executor of the estate rather than Henry 

Miller.  Henry Miller died less than two years later, and he was, perhaps, disabled or in poor 

health making him an unreliable executor.  Or, it may have been that Adam Miller was closer to 

Jacob Bear.  After all, he chose to live with the Bears rather than at Henry’s in 1764.   It is not 

known when Adam’s wife, Barbara, died.  She must have been living, at least, until 1764 when 

provision was made for “Adam and his family” to live in the new house at Bear Lithia.  

 

Family of Adam Miller 

 

“Here is an extract from the baptismal record of the Evangelical Protestant Congregation of 

Schriesheim – 1705, p. 56, of the Reformed Baptismal record: 

‘Under the Elector John William and the pastor, Ludwig Agricola.  Baptized children at 

Schriesheim on November 17, 1703.  Was born and soon afterward baptized Adam.  Parents, 

Johan Peter Muller of Lambsheim and Maria Margaretta.  

 
37 Hewitt, Robert R., III, Where the River Flows, published for the Margaret Grattan Weaver Foundation by the 
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, Charlottesville, VA, 2003, p. 63. 



Sponsor: Adam Ulrich 

Pastor: Ludwig Philip Agricola. 

The faithfulness of their transcript is attested by the office of the Evangelical Protestant Pastor. 

G. Schaab, Pastor’”38 

 

Adam Miller married “Barbara”, surname unknown, about 1725. 

 

Children of Adam and Barbara Miller: 

 

I. Anna Barbara Miller born 04/06/1726, died 11/27/1791 and married Jacob Baer, 1724-1783.39  

They purchased 260 acres from Adam Miller in 1764 at Bear Lithia Springs.  They had three 

children.   

 

II. Henry Miller born between 1730 and 1733.  The approximate birthdate for Henry Miller can 

be inferred from several sources. 

a) His first child was born in 1757, at which time he should have been at least 21 years old 

by the customs of the day and thus, putting his birth prior to 1736. 

b) Adam and Barbara Miller had three children baptized by John Caspar Stoever, Jr. on May 

1, 1739.  Those children and their birthyears are Catarina -1734, Adam – 1736 and Anna 

Christina – 1738.  Therefore, if Henry were born between 1734 and 1739, he would have 

been baptized at the same time.  The conclusion is that Henry was born before 1734 and 

must have been baptized previous to Stoever’s visit at Massanutten. 

c) Once Augusta County was formed in 1745, adult men, 16 years of age and older, were 

required to work periodically on improving the roads in the county.40  The records 

include Adam Miller’s designation to do so in 1745 and 1746, but they do not include 

Henry, the inference being that Henry was born after 1730 and not yet 16.  After 1746, 

Adam Miller was next required to perform road duty in 1752.  The entry for that year 

states, “Adam Miller and son,” the conclusion being that the “son” was Henry and that he 

must have been born no later than 1736.41  Henry Miller’s birth date was no earlier than 

1730 and no later than 1733 based on this evidence. 

 

Henry married Anna Elizabeth Kogar, born December 2, 1738.  Her parents, Nicholas Kogar and 

Maria Elisabetha Willheut, were married by John Caspar Stoever, Jr. on August 15, 1734 near 

York, PA.42  By 1740 the Kogars were in Virginia, near Adam Miller.  Indians killed Nicholas 

Kogar in 1743, and the widow with five children never remarried.  She apparently, however, co-

habited with Godfrey Hamilton, and they later moved to Botetourt County, VA. 

 

 
38 Strickler, op cit., A Short History of Page County, p. 50 
39 Strickler, op cit., A Short History of Page County, p. 52.  Translation of the German inscription on her tombstone 
at the Bear Cemetery at Bear Lithia Springs 
40 Strickler, Harry M., Tenth Legion Tithables, Rockingham County, Virginia Tithables for 1792, Self-published, 
Luray, VA, 1930, p. 7.  “… all male laboring persons above 16 years of age, with few exceptions, were required to 
work a certain number of days on the road each year.”  
41 Chalkley, op cit., Vol. 1, pp. 14, 24, 50 
42 Stoever, op cit., p. 54 



In 1765 Henry Miller purchased the upper 600 acres of his father’s farm on the Shenandoah 

River for 50 pounds.   

 

At the time of the Revolutionary War, Henry Miller was too old for military service, being age 

50 in 1780.  He did, however, contribute material and services to the cause.  Between the years 

1779 and 1781, he provided 50 gallons of whiskey and casks, 2 ½ bushels of corn and 1 axe.   In 

addition, he boarded 39 horses 1 night, 30 horses on another, along with providing 30 morning 

snacks.  On another occasion he provided one horse, a pair of chains, 2 collars, 2 bridles, an axe, 

2 bells, 1 pail, 1 tar bucket and 1 saddle.43 

 

Henry, apparently, prospered beyond the 600 acres that he purchased from his father in 1764.  

By 1782, he was taxed on 1,350 acres of land in Rockingham County.44  

 

Henry and Eliza Miller had six children:45   

 

“1. Anna Barbara Miller, b 1757 m Conrad Harnsberger 

  2. Elizabeth Miller c1759 m George Null, 46 1791 m-2 Michael Schuler, s Mathias Schuller 

(Suter). 

  3. Henry Miller Jr. b 1764 d 1850 m 1787 Mary Catherine Price 

  4. Anna Christina Miller b 1766 m 1785 Robert Harnsbarger, s Stephen Harnsberger. 

  5. Jacob Miller b 1769 d 1861 m Anna Barbara Bear b 1767 d 1841, da John Bear & Catherine                                                                                        

      Miller. 

  6. Catherine Miller b c1761 m Adam Price” 

 

Henry died just one year after his father in 1784, about 52 years of age.  He had prepared a will 

which implies that his death was not sudden.  Eliza, his wife, and son, Henry, were the 

executors.47 

 

Eliza and Henry, Jr. sold 255 acres between 1782 and 1790 when they were taxed on 1095 acres 

of land.  Eliza was last mentioned in the Rockingham Land Tax Records in 1791 and must have 

died that year.  In 1792 Henry, Jr. was taxed on three parcels respectively 300 acres, 240 acres 

and 205 acres, still a significant holding. 

 

 
43 Abercrombie, Janice, Virginia Publick Claims – Rockingham County, Iberian Publishing Company, Athens, GA, 
Booklet II, p. 8 
44 Rockingham County Land Tax Book 
45 Mason, Floyd R. and Mason, Kathryn Garst, The Adam Miller and Barbara Koger Family Record of Massanutten, 
Today, Elkton, Virginia, self-published, Bridgewater, VA, 2000, p. 32 for the offspring of Henry Miller and Eliza 
Koger Miller.  The writer has not verified the accuracy of this information. 
46 Her husband was George Null, son of Henry Null, Sr. and not William Null/Nall as reported by Mason.  See 
“Seven Generations of Nulls in Rockingham County, Virginia, 1750-1911” at 
https://shenandoahvalleygenealogy932815865.wordpress.com/ 
47 Levinson, Constance & Levinson, Louise, Rockingham County, Virginia Minute Book, 1778-1792, Vol. 1,  
Greystone Publishers, Harrisonburg, VA, 1985, p. 255. 

https://shenandoahvalleygenealogy932815865.wordpress.com/


III. Catarina Miller b 12/20/173448 d after 1805 and married John Bear, 1726-179149.  They 

moved from the Bear Lithia area to Linville Creek and had seven children. 

 

IV. Adam Miller b 7/16/1736, and the legend is that he died in the French & Indian War.  There 

is no record of a marriage or any offspring.  He was also baptized at “Shenandoah” by John 

Caspar Stoever, Jr. on May 1, 1739. 

 

V. Anna Christina Miller b 10/18/1738 and baptized on May 1, 1739 with siblings Adam and 

Catarina.  No further record. 

 

Retrospective 

 

Surviving historical evidence is largely supportive of the Adam Miller family oral tradition 

which was first published in the Virginia Historical Magazine in 1902.  Perhaps a record of his 

marriage, date of immigration or his actual presence in Pennsylvania will be found by future 

researchers, tying together the “loose ends” of the story. 

 

Adam and Barbara Miller were courageous adventurers and pioneers.  The were the “tip of the 

spear” on the Virginia frontier for most of their adult lives.  The Shenandoah Valley was a virgin 

land for those Europeans who first ventured west from the Virginia Piedmont or southwest from 

Pennsylvania.  Adam Miller’s family lived with the lurking terror of Indian raids from their 

arrival in 1727 until more peaceful times after the “Rhodes Massacre” in 1764. 

 

He chose wisely, settling on the rich soil along the Shenandoah River.  Much of the land that he 

owned remains agriculturally productive to this day.  

 

In spite of the fertile fields, hardship, heavy toil and isolation were the cornerstones of frontier 

life.  Adam and Barbara likely suffered the tragedy of losing two, or more, children to disease, 

accident or Indian incursion.  With indomitable spirit they withstood this heavy toll and became 

the founding generation of Germans in the Shenandoah Valley.  Their children, who survived to 

marry and have families, grew roots deep into the Valley soil and also provided more settlers for 

the ever-expanding western frontier. 

 

Adam Miller died, aged 80, a testament to his physical durability in an age when life expectancy 

was about 40.  He was the right man to lead the German migration to the Shenandoah Valley. 
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48 Stoever, op cit., p. 13.  She was baptized by John Caspar Stoever, Jr. at “Shenandoah” according to his records.  
“Shenandoah” was Stoever’s term for those living along the South Fork of the Shenandoah River in the 
Massanutten community near Luray. 
49 Brothers Jacob and John Bear/Bare were sons of Jacob Bear, Sr.   Each one married a daughter of Adam Miller. 
 


